Ke 


. Notes on 
~ Multiculturalism 


CAL 
S33 #10 
-1993 
NSS 


4 ner Canadian Consultative Council 
on Multiculturalism 


fC 8LZ60ZLL LOZL 


AEN 


Conseil consultatif canadien. 
du Multiculturalisme 


CANADIAN CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL ON MULTICULTURALISM 


The CCCM is an advisory body to the Minister responsible for multiculturalism 
on matters pertaining to the development of the multiculturalism policy. 


A cartoon which recently appeared in a leading Canadian 
newspaper depicted a row of faces with a speech “balloon” above each 
acy) « ¢ 
face. “I’m English”, said one face. “I’m French”, said another. “I’m 


Black”, a third said. “I’m White”, declared a fourth. 


This cartoon is a simple graphic illustration of a complicated 
Canadian reality—racial and cultural pluralism. The cartoonist could 
have added quite a few more balloons stating, “I’m Italian”, “?’'m 
Greek”, “I’m German”, “I’m Japanese”, etc. The country we live in is a 
cosmopolitan one, made up of people from every corner of the earth. 


We have two official languages of communication—French and 
English. But this does not mean we have only two cultures. Canada 
consists of a host of ethnic and cultural groups speaking a variety of 
tongues besides French and English. The language of communication 
may be the language of the culture as in the case of the Québécois, but 
it is not necessarily so. Toronto journalist Richard Rohmer made this 


point in the March 24th, 1977 issue of the Globe and Mail: 


The Québécois have one common language, it is the language 
which came directly from their ancestors, some 60,000 being 
present at the time of the Conquest by the true English. The 
Canadians in the rest of Canada have English as their mother 
tongue or as their second language of communication or they 
learned it when they arrived as immigrants. It does not have its 
genesis in any direct descendency from the single group as with 
the Québécois but rather evolvement of the language of 
communication between a multitude of cultures, races and 
languages which have been brought into the rest of Canada. 
English in Canada is not the language of the culture, it is the 
language of communication. 


Walk down a busy street in any of our large cities and you will 
witness concrete examples of the diversity of Canadian life. A German 
bookstore here, an African handicraft shop over there. On one corner 
stands a, Lithuanian church, not far away is a Jewish synagogue. Look 
at the variety of papers on a large newsstand. Along with the regular 
city dailies you will find names such as: Il Corriere Italiano, Glos Polski, 
Der Courier, The Chinese Express and Hellenic View, to name a few. 


But the message of the cartoon points to another reality of 
Canadian life which is perhaps the most pressing problem facing the 
nation today—the lack of understanding among cultural groups. 
Members of various communities do not always identify with one 
another, do not always recognize one another as full Canadians. 


And those who assert their Canadian identity may not be very 
sure of what it means. Does it mean a negation of all their other 
affiliations and roots? The Government of Canada thinks not: 


A policy of multiculturalism within a bilingual framework 
commends itself to the Government as the most suitable means of 
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assuring the cultural freedom of all Canadians. Such a policy 
should help to break down discriminatory attitudes and cultural 
jealousies. National unity, if it is to mean anything, must be 
founded on confidence in one’s own individual identity; out of 
this can grow respect for others and a willingness to share ideas, 
attitudes, and assumptions. 


With these words, spoken in the House of Commons in 1971, 
Prime Minister Trudeau introduced Canadians to a new government 
policy—multiculturalism. The idea was to create a society in which 
people of all races, creeds, religions and ethnic origins would feel 
at home. 


Of course, Canada has always been relatively tolerant of people of 
diverse backgrounds. The country, after all, was founded by 
immigrants as well as by the original inhabitants, the Indians and 
the Inuit. 


But the Prime Minister was talking about something more than 
just tolerance when he spoke of multiculturalism. It was necessary to 
welcome people of other backgrounds and to encourage them to retain 
their customs, traditions and cultural heritage. 


For though there are two official languages, there is no official 
culture, nor does any ethnic group take precedence over any other. 
No citizen or group of citizens is other than Canadian, and all should 
be treated fairly. 


It was a novel concept, one that many people found, and still find, 
baffling. How could one be Canadian, yet steeped in the language and 
history of Poland or the Ukraine? 


But then what is Canadian? This question has been asked 
repeatedly over the last few years by our media in a frantic attempt to 
discover our identity. The Canadian Broadcasting Corporation’s 
programming has been injected with a hearty dose of “Canadian 
content” to this end. 


But scratch the surface of many of those Canadian plays, films and 
songs and you will find Italian characters, Jewish themes, Russian 
tunes. 


All of which goes to show that Canadian identity is a young, 
growing thing, not yet full blown, but in embryo. Canada has been 
greatly influenced by its British and French founders and American 
neighbours, yet the impulse has been to develop an identity that is 
distinctly Canadian. 


Since Canada is a young nation, it could still go in many 
directions. It could give in to the pull of Americanization and the 
strong, dominating lifestyle south of the border. It could encourage all 
ethnic groups to assimilate into the culture of the majority. Or the 
country could become prey to discord between various factions and 


groups that cannot see beyond their differences. 


Since neither uniformity nor disharmony is desirable, the 
government has decided to go for compromise—multiculturalism, a 
mosaic of many cultures creating a distinctly Canadian pattern of life. 


The roots of this policy go back at least as far as the seventeenth 
century, to the establishment of British colonies in Canada. But 


multiculturalism’s modern history began with the great debate of 
bilingualism back in the sixties. 


French Canada had, through the centuries, refused to assimilate 
into the dominant Anglo-Celtic culture and had struggled to retain its 
language and heritage. In an attempt to find a suitable framework to 
accommodate a distinct Québec within Confederation, Lester B. 
Pearson appointed the Royal Commission on Bilingualism and 
Biculturalism in 1963. The B&B Commission was to look at every 
corner of the country, study every aspect of the bilingualism question 
and come up with an answer that would be satisfactory to all. 


The Commission suggested that we become a nation with two 
official languages—French and English. But it also recognized the 
existence of “third” language and cultural groups. 


Book IV of the Commission’s report dealt with those groups that 
did not fit into either the Anglo-Celtic or French camps. Such groups, 
the Commission said, should be able to maintain their languages and 
traditions. All cultures could and should have an important place in 
Canadian society. The Commission, however, continued to define 
Canada as “bicultural”. 


The Canadian government wholeheartedly accepted these 
recommendations to protect minority rights and took them a step 
further. There would be two official languages, but no official culture— 
one Canada for all, but many different kinds of Canadians for 
Canada. None of the opposition parties objected to the ideas; rather, 
they welcomed them. 


The policy of multiculturalism had four main objectives: 


To assist the development of cultural groups that demonstrated a 
desire to develop and a need for assistance. 


To assist cultural groups in overcoming barriers to full 
———> participation in Canadian society. 

— To promote creative encounters and interchange among all 
———> Canadian cultural groups in the interest of national unity. 


To assist immigrants in acquiring at least one of Canada’s official 
languages. 


Various programs involving many government departments 
were set in motion to fulfill these goals. A minister responsible for — 
multiculturalism was appointed. A Canadian Consultative Council on 


nn Seen 


Multiculturalism (CCCM) was established to advise the minister. This 
council included members of 47 ethnocultural groups from across the 
country. And a Multiculturalism Directorate, responsible for a wide 
range of programs, was set up in the Department of the Secretary 

of State. 


Since 1971 the Directorate has sponsored ethnic histories 
and folk festivals, books, plays and films with an ethnocultural theme. 
It has helped set up multicultural centres in which groups of various 
cultural origins work together towards common goals. It has financed 
intercultural communications such as exchange programs and 
youth camps. 


It has held studies, conferences, lectures and seminars in order to 
promote better understanding among Canadians. In addition, other 
federal agencies such as the National Film Board, the CBC, the 
National Museum of Man, the National Library and the Public 
Archives have received mandates to further multiculturalism goals. 


Though cultural pluralism was a fact of Canadian life long before 
the government gave it an official stamp of approval, widespread 
acceptance of this fact grew slowly. 


The original Canadians were neither French nor English, but 
Indians and Inuit. They inhabited the whole of the land, spoke a 
variety of tongues, and comprised a number of nations. Despite 
pressures to conform to the ways of the new European majority, they 
held to their heritage through the centuries. 


The European discovery of the continent brought waves of 
immigration, at first mainly from France and England. The proportion 
of non-French, non-Anglo-Celtic immigrants remained relatively small 
until the end of the last century. But the turn of the century and an 
immigration promotion campaign brought an influx of people from 
central and eastern Europe and from Asia. Immigration was actively 
encouraged for pragmatic reasons. New Canadians were badly needed 
to develop the West, to build roads, railroads and canals, to farm and 
settle the land. 


The host community often eyed these fresh arrivals with suspicion, 
even hostility. Some Canadians were dead set against an open-door 
policy of immigration. As late as 1930 Stephen Leacock, one of the 
country’s most revered authors, was exhorting the government to bar 
Oriental immigrants and oppose (limit) the immigration of “European 
foreigners”. 


At the same time, however, there were statesmen like Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier who tried to guide Canadians towards a more broad-minded 
outlook. He said: 


For here in Canada, I want the marble to remain marble; the 
granite to remain granite; the oak to remain an oak; and out of all 


these elements I would build a nation great among the nations of 
the world. 


Discriminatory attitudes made some newcomers cling all the more 
fiercely to the traditions of their forefathers. They built ethnic halls, 
established newspapers, taught the language, songs and dances of their 
people to their children. It was a way of remaining secure in a strange, 
bewildering environment. It was a way of staying proud. 


The second world war brought new outbreaks of prejudice against 
aliens”. Those who had come from countries that were at war with 
Canada suffered the most. Japanese and German citizens of long 
standing were herded into camps because their loyalty to Canada was 


doubted. 


By the end of the war revulsion against facism and the racial 
bigotry it stood for helped change attitudes in Canada. Moreover, 
Canada had become a nation in its own right; it was no longer just a 
satellite of Great Britain. The country became industrialized. 
Immigrants were needed. This all served to create a more tolerant 
climate in Canada in which the various ethnic groups were no longer 
shunned. However, they were expected to conform to the customs and 
ideals of established Canadian society. It was hoped that Canada 
would be a kind of “melting pot” in which ethnic groups would blend 
into a dominant culture and lose their strangeness. A dash of German, 
a pinch of Italian, a sprinkle of Chinese and so on could be used to 
flavour the Canadian stew (which was predominantly Anglo-Celtic 


and French). 


The B&B Commission discovered, however, that these ethnic 
communities did not wish to be blended out of existence. If it was 
valuable for French Canadians to preserve their culture and identity, 
why not other groups? Multiculturalism replaced the melting pot ideal. 
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Although it is not “chic” or socially acceptable today to be a racist, 
prejudices still exist. A study of attitudes on immigration prepared for 
the Second Conference on Multiculturalism shows that, though the 
general atmosphere is favourable towards immigration, Canadians still 
have their reservations. Some fear that immigrants will take away jobs 
of more established Canadians. A small minority has deeply rooted 
sentiments about “the purity of the Canadian race”. Such negative 
views can make it frightening, humiliating to be different from the 
crowd. Whatever the government's policy, it cannot legislate love, 
respect and understanding. Society has its own way of dealing with 
those it wishes to alienate. 


The only way to create a climate of tolerance and respect for all 
ethnic groups is through education. People fear the unknown. Once 
they learn about the history, customs and costumes of the stranger 
next door, they are more likely to identify with him and realize that he 
is not so strange after all. 
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There is a basic human culture common to all people whatever 
their ancestral roots. For this reason, the films and folk festivals, studies 
and histories sponsored by the multiculturalism program can help 
change attitudes and broaden perspectives. 


There are those who might question the wisdom of spending large 
sums of money to further the cultures of a multitude of minorities. A 
history on Polish immigrants, a film on a Ukrainian family in 
Winnipeg—these may seem like unnecessary frills at a time when the 
national purse is not exactly bulging. But the ultimate goal of 
multiculturalism is to forge Canadian identity and unity. A respect for 
one’s fellow countryman, a desire to develop a collective destiny with 
him—these are not luxuries, but essentials for national survival. 


People often make the mistake of thinking that one cannot be a good 

Canadian and at the same time remain loyal to one’s ethnic 

background. This misconception was clearly refuted and clarified by 

the federal government in its response to the B&B Commission: 
Cultural identity is not the same thing as allegiance to a country. 
Each of us is born into a particular family with a distinct heritage: 
that is, everyone—French, English, Italian and Slav included—has 
an “ethnic” background. The more secure we feel in one particular 
societal context, the more we are free to explore our identity 
beyond it. Ethnic groups often provide people with a sense of 
belonging which can make them better able to cope with the rest 
of society than they would as isolated individuals. 


In other words, celebrating Chinese New Year doesn’t prevent you 
from respecting the Canadian flag. In fact, the staunchest Canadians 
are often recent arrivals who are still firmly rooted in their ethnic 
backgrounds. They have consciously chosen to live in Canda for they 
cherish the freedom found here which enables them to respect their 
heritage while participating in the development of a new nation. 


Multiculturalism should not and does not encourage people to live 
in cultural ghettos. No one would benefit if an ethnic group were to 
shut itself off from the rest of society and cling with blind nostalgia to 
the past. Nor do the cultural minorities wish to do so. They take it for 
granted that every new citizen will learn at least one of the official 
languages and thus enter into the mainstream of Canadian life. 
Through assistance to the provinces (which have jurisdiction over 
education) in the publication of textbooks and audio-visual aids the 
government assists newcomers in the study of French and English. The 
emphasis is on multiculturalism within a bilingual framework. At the 
same time, assistance is available for “third” language teaching 
through the Non-Official Language Teaching Aids Program. 


Multiculturalism may be considered a Canadian way of life, but it 
is certainly not unique to Canada. All over the world people of many 
diverse ethnic backgrounds are learning to share with each other as 
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planes fly faster and communications become more efficient. Every 
year sees new international conferences and festivals, trade fairs and 
exhibits which promote cultural exchange between nations. People 
have become more aware and appreciative of the culture that each 
ethnic group has to offer. Moreover, cities have become more 
cosmopolitan. In Toronto, as in London nowadays, one can rub 
shoulders with people from almost every part of the world. 


There are those who regard these changes in population structure 
as a threat to their own security. Others, however, realize that 
migrations of people are as old as history itself and a fertilizing force in 
civilization. Toronto, Winnipeg, and other Canadian cities are all 
richer for the many languages and cultures they contain. 


The modern world faces the danger of becoming a homogeneous 
mass—industrialized, urbanized, depersonalized. It is natural for people 
to wish to belong to something distinctly human. For this reason, 
people the world over are rediscovering affiliations with their ethnic 
origins as well as with new identity groups such as women’s and youth 
movements. Close ties to a culture can give a sense of community in an 
alienating world. They also give a sense of continuity in a time when 
fads and lifestyles seem to change daily. Sharing traditions with your 
family and with other families around you can give your life warmth 
and meaning. 


Thus the multiculturalism policy in Canada is a recognition of 
current global trends and basic human needs. Its goal is to foster in 
each cultural group a pride in itself and a desire to share its heritage 
with others. In this way the ethnic groups (the majority ones included) 
will not stagnate. Instead they will grow together, influence one 
another, contribute to one another and in the process create a richer 
and more vibrant form of Canadian life. 
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